elled faster than my letter, which, perhaps, will

to             not reach you so soon AS this. I said 1 thought

he would not go to Venice, because he could

travel a much shorter and more convenient route
through the Austrian territory into Lorraine, so
as to place himself in the power of no prince ex-
cept the Emperor, in whose hands he is Already,
But I was wrong, for he will rather pass the Alps
twice, enduring the heat and dust of your dear
Italy, and reaching his country by a long circuit
(though his interests require haste), than con-
form any longer to the stricft ways of the Ger-
mans. Yet I am willing to look on the with
more indulgence, and to             that he has de-

termined on this route that he may see Venice*
and contradt a closer alliance with that stale and
with the neighbouring princes. Would that while
he treads the soil on which his ancestors A few
years since achieved such noble deeds, he could
be moved to imitate their virtues; and especially
to study the protection of his people and
their defence from harm, which always their
most sacred duty. We, on the contrary, now and
for some years past, are using all our efforts to
ruin those whom God has committed to our care,
and who are our most faithful friends; and to
this end we ask counsel of          whose great-

est joy it would be to see our fall; and we? are
meantime compelled              fawn upon them*

94 when they captured ihe ships
